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REPORT OF THE
ON THE
é

SUBJECT

OF BRECTING

a

COMMITTEE,
AN ADDITION

TO

THE ALMS-

HOUSE.

THE Overseers of the Poor agreeably to the vote passed in
Town Meeting. March 23th, (580. appeinting them a Committee to take into consideration the sul ject of erecting an addition to the Alms-House, beg leave to report :—
That after making the necessary investigation upon the
subject, ard having had some experience in “the superinfendance and intern. ni regulations of this establishment, are of
opinion, that an additi on ought to be immediately made to the
“house.
The Alms-House was built in the year £755. At that
. time, the population of the town was aboutone third, and the
. number of paupers less than one third ils preseat number.
There does not appear to have been any regular list of the
paupers kept previous to 1758.
In that year, the namber
was 245 and in 1767, the number had increased to 28.

The dniiber it the house this year, on 25th of March, was
408; and the average during ihe last winter, has been over
100.

The number Marci 25th,
2
1829, was 121;

25th, 1828, was 104; aud the average
winter, over 90.

and March

during ihe preceding

Although the namber in fife. house,

March

— 25th, this year, was less than the numver March 25th, 1529,

yet the average has been wearly as large agit was lust year.
It will be seen fromtha

foregoing fndte’ thatthe number

of

-paupers at present, is nearly four times as large as it was.75

Years ago, When the House was built,

“4

e

- {i must be apparent to every person, that nobettie of the
small dimensions of oar Alms-tiouse, can possibly accommo-

date 100 individuals (with the addition of the keeper’s family,)
with any kind of ease or comfort, particularly when it is tak-—
en into consideration, that a large proportion of the inmates
are old, sick, and infirm, and stand if reed of that attention,
assisiauce, and nursing, which it is impossible to render them
when crowded tozether. as they now are. inthe room which
is used asa Hospital for females, there are naw 7 wemen

sick, 5 aver 70 years old. his.room is only 10 by 15 feet.
The Hospital for mea, is not much better,
As this institution is intended

the poor and
jaws

of the

as an asylum

distressed, the town
State,

and by every

for the sick,

is bound both by the
feeling

of. hamanity,

torender such persons al] proper and convenient aid. But
the impossibility of rendering the sick an? the aged that assistance which they so much need when in this house, is not

the greatest evil growing out of the want of better accommodations.

In this house are aged females, who are both from age and
infirmities incapable of doing any thing for their support;
who have seen better days; who have led religious, virtuous
and respectable lives; who have by the hand of Providence

become poor; and here must end their days.—Who are, for
the want of setter accommodations, obliged to be kept in the
same room Withsome of the vilest of their sex, and are sub-

jected to the vulgar and profane language commen to the
habits and characters of persons’ ofthis discription. And it is
impossible in any way to remedy this eyil, unless the house
is enlarged.
Many of the men who are now in the house, have been in
respectable standing in society; they also are obliged to live
in the same room, and to become familiar with others that are
the very dregs of society.

:

In an establishment of this kind, those persons who have
become poor by misfortunes, and have through all their trou- bles, sustained a gooud moral charaeter, ought by every principle and feeling of humanity, to be kept entirely
separate
from those who ‘have become tenants of this house
thtough intemperance, or dissipation of any sort. The propri¢ty
of this.

0

_ we irusi, will be seen at once by every individual, on tlie
least reflection.
;
Thepresent house could, no doubt, be altered so as to make
‘the accommodations for the paupers bettér than they now are;
but im case of an alteration, it would cost more tian the pro-

posed addition;
and after all it would be an eld house, and
fall very short of the accommodations needed.
The house is old and very much exposed, and should it
take fire by night, it would be almost impossible to get the inmates of the heuse all out. Some mast, in the opinion of your
Committee, inevitably perish. The inmates of tiis house are
principally the lame, blind and diseased in various ways;
some bed ridden, some unable to walk, and many of them ia
the worst of all conditions to be removed in times of alarm
and great excitement; we refer particularly to that unfortanate class of our fellow beings—Lunatics.
Such is the construction of the heuse, owing to its numerous and intricate and narrow passages, and different rooms,
leading one into another, that should it take fire, no persons,
except the Keeper, the Overseers, and those perseus who
have heretofore been Overseers, and are well acquainted with
the house, could possibly be of the least benefit ia extricating
its inmates from the flames.
- Should it be objected to, that the cost of the addition weuld
be too much to assess on the citizens this year, we would observe, that the sum necessary to put up the building could he
procured,so that the interest would not amount to so much as

the annual cest of repairs necessary to be laid out on the eld
house
by nearly one half. The repairs for the last five years,
have amounted to $1,183, which is 237 dollars per annum 5
this is a large item in the expenditures, and will be continually increasing, until we have more permanent buildings.
Your Committee therefore beg leave to lay before the tow n,
the following resolution, for their consideration—which they
earnestly hope will be adepted :—
Resolved, that itis necessary and expedient {to build. an addition to bin. Alms-House, and that a select

Committee of three

persons be chosen for that purpose ; that a sum not exceeding:
two thousand tivo hundred and fifty dollars be raised the

presenii yp, dnd appropriated to carry into effect the objectof
‘

6
this resolution ; and that the Selectmen and Assessors be, and
are hereby authorised to assess the same in the usual way in

which appropriations are assessed.

SAMUEL LARKIN,
M. B. TRUNDY,
DANIEL BROWN,

>}
|

JOSHUA JONES,
ABNER
BLASDEL,
NATHANIEL FOLSOM,
J. S. NUTTER,
JOHN N. SHERBURNE,
WILLIAM GIBBS.

eeciile 0
|
|
|
J

The subscribers would express their: opinion, that the apartments which are used as Hospital rooms, at the AlmsHouse, are insufficient for tae accommodation and comfort of
those who from time to time are confined by sickness in that
establishment.

‘The number of beds whichit is necessary

to

place in these rooms in seasons of any prevailing epidemic,
renders the atmosphere extremely unpleasant and unhealthy;
the inmates of the Alms-House,

are thus more exposed

to fe-

vers and other diseases, especially during the summer months,
than they would be if more spacious and airy rooms were

appropriated to the sick,
WILLIAM GODDARD,
SILAS DURKEE,
CHARLES A. CHEEVER,
Portsmouth, April 44, 1830.
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REPORT
OF THE COMMITTEE ON
OVERSEERS

OF THE

THE ACCOUNTS
POOR

AND

OF THE

SCHOOL

SELECTMEN,

GOMMITTEE.

nt

THE Committee on the financial concerns of the town

to

whom were reierred the accuunts of the Selectmen, Overseers
of the Poor. and School Committee, together: with the report

oftae School Comimitiee fur tie past year, with instructions, to report an estimate of the amount of monies necessary to be raised to defray the curreat expenses of the
town, for the year commencing March

25, 1850,

respectfuily

Report :—
‘ibat tuey have attended to the duty assigned them, and in
regard to the accounts of the Selectmen, they have, as far
as time has permitted, gone into a general, and ila some respects, a minute examination of the transactions of the past
year, and are of opinion, that the money concerus of the town
have been conducted witha great degree of prudence aud
with strict economy.
for the purpose of exhibiting the state
of tiie accounts ina clear view, they present the foliowing
schedule, showing in separate columns, the amount of apprepriation, and the amount of expenditure, arranged in separate
items as tiiey appear in the selecimen’s account, viz:—
;

For the support of the poor
‘6
‘
««
‘
‘é

Schools
3
RRoads
dnterest on funded debt
Health Committee
Axe Men

Carried over

Appropriations,

Expenditure.

4590
4000
4047 50
400
48

4S590*
1050 88
1246 35
440 93
43

2700

|

9785 50

2700*

10076 16

“These items specify thesums assessed, cellected and paid over by the Selectmen to
the Boards of Overseers and School Committee.
The precise sums expended vary in
some degree from this amount, as will be found on reference to that part of this report,

which particularly applies to the Overseers and School Conunittee’s accounts.

.

8

_ Amount Brought over

‘

For itepairs and rents of School

9785 50 40076 46

Houses
F irewards
Police
Militia
Town Clocks
Town Watch
Town Clerk

. 648.79
369 10

Printing
Celebration of Independence
Engine House
ete

11360 50 12074 46

Contingencies, viz :—
For Secretary of Selectmen
66
66
éé

66

.

Assessors

Clerks of the Market
Constables for warning
‘hown Meetings, notifying Jurors, Xc.
Ringing ‘own-bells
Other Contingencies
Collector’s Commissions

State Tax
County ‘Tax

850

384
1696 40
926 23
.

15214 13

On deducting from the expenditure
The amount of the appropriation

15214 413

907 25

There ig an apparent excess of
ever and above the actual appropriation.
To this sum should be added, the
amountof outstanding bills due
_

March 24, 1830,
And amount of State Tax now due
Which increases the amount of excess contracted for, to

16124 38
16121 38

324 32
35t sO
eer
Be

706 12

1613 37

9

But after deducting the amount of
Cointy tax paid during the
past year for 1828
And amount of outstanding bills
_ paid during the past year for
4828, and previous years

202 28
806 50

The amount of actual excess is re-

a?

1008 78.

ie

ASAE
AE

duced to

604 59

W hich amount, under the consideration that no appropriation
Was made atthe last annual meeting to cover outstanding »
debts, is perhaps, a smaller excess than has appeared on the
- town accounts for some years.
In addition to the expenditures above named, there has
been expended for breaking paths, for which no specific appropriation

was

made,

143 70

The following debts have also been
contracted warreeably to a vote of
the town without any a
ta
tion, Viz :——

For building a Pound
Por Engine men’s suppers

=

-

-

To these sums add the amount of
outstanding bills
of 1829
And baiance of State Tax for do.
Together with the amount of ontstanding orders due

oT
-

:

is

~

100
445

24 32
381 80

March 24,

1830

a015

And the whole will form an aggregate of unliquidated claims against the town of

74

4221

ee
ET

86
_

_ 4580 56 .
‘To meet these claims, the following uncollected balances
of taxes for the years 1836, ’7, 8, and 79, remain onthe Col-

lector’s books, viz:
For 1826
sé
sé
sé

1827
(838
1829

Carried over

400 53
241
541
2039

sg

98
86
97

tar

3424 34

40

Brought over
|
Also sundry outstanding accounts*
and sundry promissory notes*

7

eh.

3424 34
487. 44

Bee

281 37

‘

:

4193 12

‘To this add the probable receipts for rents, &c.

400 00
4593

and the whole amount is

412

Should 2500 dollars of the above amount be found available in the course of the present year, it would then require an
appropriation, of more than $2000 to cover the above amount

of antiguidated claims.
Vhe committee had the pleasure

of observing

among

the

items, which make up the excess of expenditures over the appropriations, that of Collector’s commissions.

“This item has

exceeded the appropriation In the sum of 117 37. This is a
sort of excess which the citizens will always be glad to see,
as it evinces a successful diligence on the part of the Collector beyond what was contemplated, especially under the presure of the present times. The Committee find the amount
of uncollected balances 1185 46 less than in March 1829.
‘The amount of the funded debt of the town, is 21,450; ten
thousand dollars of which the town are paying interest for, at
4 3-4: per ceat. and the remainder at 5 per cent, which forms
an item of interest in the anoual expenditure of
‘ho this add interest on notes at
Piscatagna Bank
2000
And amouut of two orders
~ on interest
852 OL
——

40147 50

ee

2852 O1 atGpercent
And the whote amount ofinaterest for the current

year will be

;

5i 12
,

|

1218 62

‘The Committee deem it proper to observe, that the note

of

$2000 at Piscataqua Bank, is not included ia the aggregate
*A great proportion of the above promissory notes

and outstanding

accounts, are of

very littls value; and are probably little better than an incumbrance on the town books.
Out of the whole amount 763 73, probably not more than 350 can ever be cyl'ested.
"The committee have selected a list ofa part of those demands, amounting to 14) 76,
which they recominend to be eommilted

and lousy,

to the flames, and the amount charged to profit

ti
of unliquidated claims above stated; neither is it properly 4
partef the fuuded debt authorized by the town.
It was given by the Selectmen of 1827 or ’8, and intended to be paid
out of the uncollected balances on the Collector’s books,
But as the yearly appropriations aud assessmenis have been
no more, nor indeed so wuch. as

has been found necessary te

cover the expenses of each year, sometiing of course musi remain unpaid, and this debt has remained a8 a matter of convenience.
‘(his practice of hiring money at the close of the.
year to supply deficiency in the appropriation, or to make
the uncollected balances appear less than the actual amount,
was adopted by the Selectmen some 7 or 8 years ago. It is
in the optniou of your committee a BAD practic e. -'Ehe towri
had better be informed in plain terms, of the true state

of the

case ; this would facilitate ‘he coliection of outstanding balances; and if there be not a sufficient emount of these, to cover that deficiency. they have it at their option, either to tax
themselves for the balance, or authorize aloan
‘This debt is

now contraeted, and ibe faith of the town is pledged for its
payment.
We ought not to expect every new Board of Selectinen, to take this burden on their shoulders from year to
year, without affording them the means to liquidate it. Your
Committee therefore, submit it to the consideration of the town,
whether it be the better way to make an appropriation to
‘meet this claim at the present time, ur to cancel it by a per-

manent loan.
The Committee have attended

|
to the examination of the
accountof the Overseers of the Poor, and find the usual regularity in conducting the affairs of that department.
As far
as they have been able to form an opinion,

they believe

gid practical system of economy has been

observed.

a ri-

‘They,

nevertheless, find a considerable deficiency of finds in that de-

partment to cover the expenses incurred during the past year,
and are convinced, that the apprepriation of March, 1829,
was much toosmall. The accounts of the year ending March
24, 1829, exhibited a balance in favor ofthe

town

of 1416 30,

bnt those of the year just expired, reverse the picture, and presenta balance against the town, of 517 20, and the amount

of

ontstansling bills is still sreater than that of the previous year,
But this docs not present the actual diilerence of expenditure he-.

12

{ween the two last years, (1523 and ’9,) and in order to present
this clearly to the view of the town, the Committee have gone
into a comparison of the expenditures. of these two years,
with reference to the amount of stock on hand at the ceommencement and close of each year, and find the actual expenditure
of 1829, 30, after deducting the amount of receipts from the
County, sales of Oakum, ke. to he.
*
3663 52
And the expenditure of 1828, 79
Making a difference of

|

|

2375

10

1288 42

‘his excess, however, tothe minds of your committee, is
satisfactorily accounted for. In the first place, owing to the
new law, shifting the time of holding the Court of common
pleas, the Oversvers were under the necessity of making up
their accounts against the County for settlement, as early as
the first of Octoher,

and

consequently,

received

only

eight

months pay for expenses of County paupers, instead of twelve.
‘This midea difference to the town, in the expenses of the past
year, of probably
$300
21. In the estimate of the amount of stock
jt
on hand, March 24, 4830, the article of Oak-

um (which appears to be the principal article
of manufacture) is valued at 25 per cent less
than in the estimate of 1829, which makes a difference of

420

3d. By a mere fortuitous circnmstance
relation to the affairs of 1828, the expense
that year was reduced

“These items make a sum of

in
of
400

520

By which the excess is reduced to

768° 42.
This remainder is principally accounted for under the following items, the amount of which is ascertained by comparing the expenditures of the two years with reference to the
amount of each article on hand at the beginning and end of
each year, viz:
|
|
Hixcess in the article of Wood
7
293 32

Do.

do.

Grain

Po. Clothing including Bedding

414

48.

275 62

LP

13

These articles amounting to

Added to the items above named, amount to.

gge ag

420342

Which accounts for the excess wifhin about 80 dollars.
The excess in the articles of wood and grain, Was occasioned by the severity. of the winter and want of employieuat for

the laboring poor, which caused, an increase of upwards of
forty in the list of out door paupers, over and above the nun-

ber of the preceding year.
In relation to the article of Clothing, including bedding,
your committee are informed, that at the time the _present

keeper commenced his duties, an enquiry into the State of
the wardrobe and bedding belonging to the house was made,
by which it was ascertained, that the inmates were destitute
of a sufficiency to keep them from a state of actual suffering,
particularly in the articles of bedding.
‘There was no aliernative, but to remedy this evil by an immediate supply, which
was promptly attended to so far as to, make them comfortable ;
but your Committee are informed thata very considerable deficiency still exists.
After due deliberation on the present state of this Asylum

for the poor, your committee have made an estimate of the
amount necessary to be raised under each particular head, ax
they appearin the Overseers accounts which is herewith presented and has produced the following result, viz:—
Probable expenditures for 4830
4122 44)
Probable receipts from the County, sales Oakum, &c. 1250 00
ewe

ee

ee

Balance to be provided for by the town

2872 44:

To this add balance of last year’s account

517

And amountof outstanding bills
Then the sum tota! required to be raised will be

20

474 G5
886-4 59

Your Committee further report, that they have gone

into

some examination of the accounts of the School C ominitiee,
and have reason to believe the prudential affairs of that -de-

partment to have been conducted with a view to economy 3 and
that inthe management of the schools, they have been actuated by a laudable desire to promote the interest and happiness

of the rising generation.

14
The receipts

of this department

have been

as follows,

V7 tae.

4890
137 88

Appropriation by the town
Interest of literary iund

5027 88
Expenditures
Add balance of last year’s account
From

this,

deduct balance

4890 98
3 34

4894 32

on hand
137 88

March 24, 4830

And the actual amount of expenditure
for the past year is

——$

4756

44i

In regard to the subject of building a new Schoo) House,
the Committee are of opinion, that, in the present state of the
aifairs of the town. and pressure of the times, it had better

be dispensed with till another year.
On a general review of the financial concerns of thé town, ~
the committee have been induced to r-commend the following
sums as necessary to be raised, to defray the current expenses of
the year, and for outstanding debts, viz:—

For the support of the poor
‘* Schools

** Roads

|

«* interest on funded debt’
“ Tlealih Committee

$3800,
4750
800-4
42183 62
125

« Axe Men

*¢ hepairs and rents of School Houses
‘ Kirewards
“ Police
‘© Militia
‘ 'Pown Clocks
‘Lown Vi atch
bag
‘ Pown Clerk
n~

ee

Carried over

ee
a

41971 62

415

Brought over

41971 62

Contingencies viz
_& Secretary of Selectmen

200

sé = Do. ~Asssessors
« Clerks of the Markets

400
100

s¢ Constables for warning
town meetings, notifying

jurors, &c.
50
« Ringingtown Fells
.
4100
« Other Contingencies
300
é¢ Printing
« Celebration of Independence
« Outstanding debts
«¢ Collector’s Commissions
t ee

State Tax

County Tax

4696 40

926 23

All which is respectfully submitted.

JOHN BALL,
ABNER GREENLEAR,
THOS. B. LAIGUTON,
Portsmouth, April 15, 1830.

ee

15,344 84:

'2,622 63
17,907 47

Committee,

